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HISTORY OF @HURCH OF ST.JOHN,THE BAPTIST,
1863 - l928.

The first Mass in the locality was probably
said by Father De Smet,B8.J.,who traveled with the
smrmﬁ M in 1&53. and enesmped for several

en the 24 ; isma.:ia now gtands. Here

" The first priest kmown {0 any of ths present
inhabitants to have vigited Buffalc was Father
Cageidy, who wag said to have come from Hawlins
twige yearly and celebrated Hass st Fort McKinney.

The first resident priest wag the Rev.Henry
Bex, who said Bape in the log sehool house Hay,
1st 1885, with a comgregation of eight or ten
parsons present.

In the year 1885, six lots were secured from
.&?.Kart for %&%* 0, and the title mm&y&d by
deed to Biﬁhﬂfy James O'Connor, Omahe
Nebraska. By the 3&12. of that year a wadeﬁ c}narch
m been erected, I from debt. The first church
was known as sﬁ.ﬁ‘m&p&z*g. fa‘bwy Bex made his home
yxzmi wlly with John Fischer and family. Before
that time the nearest church was at Billings,
Hontana.

A brick church was cemmenced by the Rev.E,
J.Englebrecht, who was pastor from July ti%
December,1888. The property was morigaged for the
debt of this building. The Rev.C. Beo 16
pastor from 1892 to 18%4. Up to this time Sheridan
was otiended as s Mission of Buffale. From 1897 to
1907, Buffalo was & Eisaim attended from Bheridan
by %h& following elergymen:

Rev.6 .?.Diliaﬁ, :fmm 1897 te January,1898.
Rev.ufeseph A.Accorsini, Nov.1898 to Mar.1899.
Bﬁ?.?.ﬁ.&&&%ﬁgﬁl,l,lm to Mny,18,1904.
Rev.P.J . Murphy,July, 1804 to Degenmber,1908.
Rev.Victor ¥raziane Feby,1906 to Dec.1906.
Rev.Jobn Duffy,Jannary,190% to Oct.1907.
During the year,1907, Pather Duffy secured
the four Lots on which the present church and
rectory are built, for $435.00, as the title to the
old property had become somewhat confused. Three/
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Three thousand dellars were subscribed for the

new church in response to the appeal of Father

Duffy, sssisted by Bryon Long, the latter
contributing $250.00, the mest liberal subscription.
Many nanwa%hauﬁs centributed, snd of those only
four who were asked %o contribute, refused.

The present church was commenced by Fathepy
Prondergrast, who resided in Buffalo, from October,
to¢ December,1907, and completed by the Rev.Francis
J. Keller, who wag pastor of Buffalo from Januarxy,
1908 to January,1910. The amount of debi remaining
when the chmrch was cempleted was $600.00. Father
Eeller was succeeded by the Rev. T.D., Lynch and Rev.
Patrick Leng, who resided fer short temms in
Buffalo, the latter having been appointed Dean of
Sorth-sastern Wyoming. After Father Leng's
depa; tm, Buffalo was attended hy the Rev.Henry

nger, from Carmeyville, amd the Rev.Jebn
Dutfy, frm Mrim, until the srrival of the Rev.
3‘;&&&1&.& Buessle, August,B,1912. Father huessle
departed Pebruary,27,1914.

1% the follewing two years Father }:mffy
wwaimny tended Buffalo frem Sheridan, holding
sexrviges day evening, with Mass Monday morning.

- In ﬁamh,lﬁiﬁ, Bmalé; was taken over as
s ¥ission of New Castle, and attended on the first
Sunday of every month by the Rev. John T.Nicholsgon,
or his maismm, the Rev. James A.Boland, and the
Rev. Jehn O'Laughlin. In Septesmber, 1517, Bishop
YeGovern muthorized Pather Hicholson %o teke up his
residence in Buffalo, as pastor, with Gillette,
Ayvadn, and Clearmont as ﬁmaiam.

In the interval, since the departure of
Father Huessle, the temporal affairs of the parish
were chiefly attended to by 8t. Francis' Altar
Society, made up of };aé:ias of the wngxagaﬁan,

‘ The work of raising subscriptions for a

gar:%;sh rectory was commenced on the first Sunday of

ctober,1917, and ebout §1,400.00, were subscribed.
The largest subseription being from John Esponda,
$500.00, snd Bryan Long, $200.00. Father Nichelson
moved to Buffalo in the end of Ogtober, and work on
the new Rectory was coummenced early in November., The
building was ready for occupancy in February,1918.
Over three thousand dollars were collected, many
subscriptions being received from nen-catholies,
chiefly through the activity of Bryan Long. Mest of
the furnishing were provided by St.Franeis' Altar
Bociety. Beveral members of the congregation made
special domations of articles necessury for
house~keeping.
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3% is pald that Bishep Lenihan administered
confirmation in Buffale, bui there is no record of
the event, and it is aifficuld o agcertain anything
definite sbout the past history of the parish from
the present residenis, The Right Rev.James J.Keane,
D.D., Bishop of the Diccese of Cheyenne, confirmed
fourteen persens en Jume,Bth, 1808, and twenty
reons were coufirmed by the Right Rev.Patrick A.
&W&*ﬁn Bishop of the Disgese of Cheyemne,on
June,13,1931%. . ; .

T Thepe are no readrd in Buffale of mﬁiagm. |
baptisms, or deaths, previous to the pastorate of
Father Keller. : S ,

Phe League of the Smored Heart was organiz
¥ovembey, 1017, and s noticeable increase in 1
nunber of menthly communions followed. .

/ ‘i‘}w title to the origimal property ia now
awaiting adjudication in Court. :

Puring %h&- yréw w};?; the congregation was
wgmented by the advent of a number of homegtesd

' mﬁ ia now %l&%mmﬁ w %Wﬁ 5% | «-e::’ 5 aagh
month, and hely days of obligation, as well as daily
Mages when the paster is not absent. .

on June 3,1918, the old church property located
six Lots west of the present church, was conveyed
by Hill & Griggs by Warranty Deed to St.Julm the
Baptist Church, om ) st of all expenses, namely
Taxes apd Interest, mmounting to $185.00. There sti1l
vemzining the remeval of a cloud from a morigage given
by My Jeseph Enight,Cheyenne, and held by Mre Enight.

Baving built the Rectory at Buffalo and
organized the parish, Father Higholson gave bis
sttention to the Misgions. Im 1019, the Cimurch of
gz. ga?f aggw;?'&gﬁ wag %ﬁiﬁ at %’:ga pmont . The
largest and prineipal donor being a Mlss Agnes Wynne
ﬁ %% Yﬁ‘?’k; RD EBVe 8 donat ien ﬁf @1;*%, with
the vequest that the church be orested in memoxy of
her sister, Mawy Teresa Wymne. She also donated the
altar linen and s painting of the Crucifixion. A set
of Station of the Cross was donated by her naphew,
George Kirwin. Manuel Orneles, Joseph Borges amd
Martin Etehart, domated Statues; Mr and Mrs Stone
a Migsal, and Mrs W. Word the organ. The ersctien of
the chuyrch was completed in 1919, on the Lot donated
by the Linceln lLand Co. The church was Ingorporated
the aame year. On Awgust,17,1919, St.Maxy's Church, -
Clearmont, was dedicated by the Right Rev.Patrick A.
¥eGovern,D.D., Bishop of Cheyenne.

S



the Church of 8t. Catherine was

The Oatholic Church Extensien
pmpleted in 1919, and

he Right Rev.Patrick A. MeGovern, D.D.,

Jebt on completion was $6

Father Nichelsen was the first priesti to
eelebrate Mase in Ksyovee, Wyo., Janvary, 30,1920, at

the home of My Wwilliam Loog

vy Hags in the distri

e 1: e district between
Enyeee and Salt Creek, at the home of Fatrdck
O%Connor, on August, 23,1921, Father O'Conner was
paster of Buffale until January,20,1923, when he was
irungferred to Bvanston, Wyo., and sucoeeded by the

. During FPather MgDennell's time asg pastor of
Buffule, confirmation was administered by the Right
Rev.Patrick A. MoGovern, D.D., Bishop of Cheyenne,
Ogtober,18,19235, t9 a claas of eleven. -

- On January,10,1924, the Rev. John Brady wus
transferved frem New (agtle, Wyoming to Buifale.
Father Brady had a concrete retaining wall built in
the bapement of the Rectory, and alse in the basement
of the church. The cloud on pabt of the church
property, namely, on six Lets wesi of thaﬁwssm
church, was removed on May,27,1925; Mrs Enight,
Cheyennse, being pedd $300.00. o

 The debt on the Arvads Church, amounting to
$600.00, was paid on Em.é,wa&‘

~ In October,1926, ihe Buffalo parish was
divided. A mpew parish was established at Gillette,
with Arvads as a Mission; the other Missdion at
Rozet, being taken from the vast territory of the
Hew Castle Parish. | B
' ‘In April,1928, ¥ass was celebrated for the
first time in Sussex, ¥yoming, by Father Brady, in a
hall the preperty of My & Mrs Leightner. About
seventeen people were present, and four children were
baptiged. .
.  On Jyne,12,1928, confirmation was administered
in Buffale; by the Right Rev.Patrick A.MeGovern,D.D.,
Bishop of Cheyemns, to a class of twelvs.
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Tn 1919, the 8hurch of St. Catherine was tuilt in
Arvada. The lot was purchased from the Arvada Townsite
Company for $50%rd the Catholic Church Extension Society
donated the mum of $1000°%o be used for the bmilding.

The church was completed in 1919) and dedicated by the-

Bimet~BerenendrRuty ick i Molovern—Drhy | Bishopmam
enge,—or August 1%, 1919. YThe total debt remeining on

the completion of the church was $600.00. ?\

Mass was celebrated for the first time in kaycee by
Father Nicholson on January 30, 1920, at the home of Mrs,
William Loogstyn. |

In January, 1921, Father Nicholson was tran:?ferred to
Laramie, and was succeeded in Buffalo by the -Re‘!’ra‘(;é‘ﬁa John
J. O'Connor. Father O'Connor was pastor until Ysnuary 20,
1923, when he was transferred to Evanston, Wyoming. Father
O'Connor was the first priest to say Mass in the districﬁ
batween Kavcee and Salt Créek on August 23, 1921, at the
home of Patrick O'Connor. |

The % ®dward MeDonnell succeeded Father O'Connor
and it was during his pastorate that confirmation was ad-
ministered by the M&n& Patrick h. McGovern; D.D.;
Bishop of Cheyenne, October 16, 1923, to a class of eleven.

On Jemuary 10, 1924, the-Rewewemt John Brady was
transferred from Newcastle, Wvoming ,to Buffalo, Wyoming.
Father Brady had e concrete retaining wall built in the
WPasement of the rectory and in kt.h.e bagement of the church.
Mrs. Knight of Chayenne'réceived payment of q;ssoof"May 27,
1925, and the title to the six lots west of the present




church was cleared.

The $600?3ebt on the arvada ghurch was paid on June 4,

1926. *

In October, 1926, the parish of Buffalo was divi‘d_ed..

A new parish was established at Gillette with Arvada as a
Mission. “he other Mission, Rozet, was taken from the vast
territory of the Newcastle parish.

Fatherv Brady celebhrated Mass for the first time in
Sussex, Wyoming, in aAvnril, 1928, Apnroximately seventeen
persons were present in the hall and four childrén_receiv-
ed the sacrament of baptism.

The Ri—%gl:és’ Reverend Patrick s, McGovern, D.D., Bishop
of Cheyenne, administered oohfirmati‘on in Buffalo, Jure 12

n1928, to a class of twelve; WA%: 1931, KisExceitoner
ooaﬁ—mzvgd\a class of thirty—two; An 1954,43 clsass of thirty-

four; 8O rmed by His-lxee 3 R-03F~-OR-— gy 74 : May—38
1937,Athil‘t‘  BOLS

were fjgteen baptisms in 1938 and four marriages.

Financial affairs of the parish were in fine shape in
1938, There is at the present time no indebtedness on the
church or property and the churches of Arvada and Clearmont
are also free from debt. There is a charitable bequest of
$500?%n the treasury.

SE. ‘Marv's €hurch o5 Clearmont is atterded twice =
month from Buffalo. |

Forty per cent of the people of the parish are from
the Basoue Pyrenees and are engaged in the sheep industryr.

It is the hope of the parish to establish funds for &

new church in the vear 19347
e



